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Biography

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
BRADLEY J. SHIELDS

Wisconsin Army National Guard

Command Sgt. Maj. Bradley J. Shields is the Wisconsin 
Army National Guard’s seventh State Command 
Sergeant Major.  He was born in Long Island New 
York in May 1953 and enlisted in September 1972. 
He attended Basic Combat and Advanced Individual 
Training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.  

Command Sergeant Major Shields’ military education 
includes the Primary Leadership Development course, 
Basic and Advanced noncommissioned officer course, 
First Sergeants course, Small Group Instructor Training 
Course, and the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Shields began his military career in 1972 with the 501st Signal Battalion, 101st 
Airborne Division in Fort Campbell, Ky. He transferred into the Wisconsin Army National Guard in 1979, 
where he served as Communications Chief for the 120th Field Artillery Battalion. He progressed through 
the non-commissioned officer ranks where he held multiple First Sergeant and Command Sergeant Major 
positions. His previous assignments include personnel specialist, field artilleryman, motor sergeant and 
communications chief.  He also served as a General Studies Instructor and Field Artillery Instructor at the 
Wisconsin Military Academy.  

Command Sgt. Maj. Shields has deployed three times: with the 2nd Infantry Division (DMZ) Korea; as 
First Sergeant with 2nd Battalion, 128th Infantry during Operation Iraqi Freedom; and most recently, 
Battle Group Command Sergeant Major with the 157th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade during Operation 
Joint Guardian, Kosovo.

His awards include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, Army Reserve Component Achievement 
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal, Korean Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, 
and numerous other awards.  He also earned the Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge and Driver and 
Mechanic Badge.  
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