

















Now is your chance to ‘BE SOMEBODY’

Emergency responders in northwestern Wisconsin have put out the Help
Wanted signs to recruit new volunteers. Earlier this year, the 2009 “BE SOME-
BODY” Fire/EMS media event was held in Brule to increase public awareness
that most emergency responses in rural areas are provided by volunteers and most
small town fire and emergency medical services departments are actively recruiting
new members.

Representatives from 35 agencies located in Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland, Iron
and Washburn counties participated in the event. In addition, departments posted
“BE SOMEBODY” and “HELP WANTED” signs on major roads and highways.
The “BE SOMEBODY - Fire/EMS Recruiting Campaign” was established in 1997
by Jan Victorson, Director of Bayfield County Emergency Management, and Chief
Keith Kesler of the Brule Fire Department with funding provided through a Wis-
consin Department of Transportation grant.

Recruitment and retention are the top challenges for volunteer emergency
service organizations. Communities have long relied on the commitment and
dedication of volunteers to provide quality, professional, cost effective emergency
service for their citizens in the time of need. A “BE SOMEBODY” phone num-
ber has been established to aid those interested in becoming emergency services
volunteers. People can call 888-926-1676 and leave a message indicating which
service they’re interested in and it will be forwarded to the appropriate department
for follow-up.
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